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aloha Minneapolis!

· Thank you!  I am thrilled to be here with you today as we celebrate the grand opening of Aloft Minneapolis.
· Starwood Hotels is excited to bring our vision of stylish travel to the dynamic city of Minneapolis in time to celebrate its 150th anniversary.

· Together we have created a destination sensation where guests will experience all this great city has to offer.
· For many of you here today, this may be your first encounter with Aloft, and you may be wondering just what IS Aloft.  

· Aloft is a bold new lodging concept.  It is a bright, eclectic and electric destination. 

· It began a few years ago, when Starwood and W Hotels identified the need for an upscale, stylish lodging product. 
· We worked with our development partners to conceive and design this accessible and forward thinking product, infused with the DNA of W Hotels.
· Just as W broke through the clutter of conformity in the luxury hotel arena, Aloft raises the bar in the focused-service category by creating a space that is open in design and open to possibilities. 

· With its urban-influenced edge, accessible technology and lively social scene, Aloft is a place where energy flows and personalities mingle – perfect for today’s tech-savvy, culturally conscious, and youthful-minded travelers.
· Aloft is more than just a pretty space, we are committed to the environment through our see green program, which offers such eco-friendly amenities as preferred parking for hybrid cars and a greener-saline solution in the splash indoor pool.

· The excitement generated by Aloft has been tremendous – developers have expressed a keen interest in opening our hotels in proven markets across the globe from Beijing to Brussels, Montreal to Minneapolis, and Brooklyn to Green Bay.
· So, this is an exciting day for all of us – for the Aloft brand, for Sherman Associates and for the city of Minneapolis.  
· Together, we will give visitors and residents a space that is alive with the energy of discovery, interaction, and most important, guest satisfaction.
· On behalf of Starwood and the Aloft brand, I would like to say thank you – to all of you– for being true partners in our journey! 
