DRAFT FOR APPROVAL – AS OF 6/11/08


Event Ideas
Below is a compilation of suggested event ideas for various Starwood brands.  The ideas cover the following periods:  groundbreaking, ribbon-cutting, grand opening:
Groundbreaking Event Ideas

· Pinwheel Planting (Four Points by Sheraton) – Conduct a Pinwheel Planting ceremony at the hotel site.  Give all attendees branded pinwheels and have owners and city representatives dig and plant the ceremonial pinwheel near the construction site.  Items needed for this event:  shovels with pinwheels on top, pinwheel hard hats, giant pinwheel.

· Horticultural Ideas (Westin)
· Partner with organization such as the American Community Gardening Association to bring a garden to a neighborhood in need of one or restore a community garden.

· Plant flowers indigenous to the hotel’s locale

· Plant indigenous herbs or food items to help supply the hotels’ kitchens

· Install a Zen garden outside the hotel; rake occasion-appropriate patterns throughout the construction process and afterwards

· Hand out seeds for ceremony attendees to plant when they get home

· Children’s Mural (Westin) -- Enlist local children or artists to create an oversized mural to be hung in front of the construction site.  Upon project completion, frame the mural and hang in the hotel or local school during the grand-opening period.
Ribbon-Cutting Event Ideas

· Pie Cutting (Four Points by Sheraton) – In lieu of a traditional ribbon-cutting, hold a fun and festive pie-cutting ceremony.   Have one larger ceremonial pie for cutting in place of the traditional red ribbon and invite the local community to attend and enjoy fresh homemade pie and ice cream.  Items needed for this event:  oversized branded pie cutter, chef hats with pie emblem, branded aprons.

· Horticultural Ideas (Westin)
· Hand out seeds for ceremony attendees to plant when they get home

· Design a ribbon out of fresh botanicals.  Cut the ribbon and distribute the flowers to ceremony guests.

· Unveil a water feature or other soothing environment.
· Local Customs (Westin) -- Research local customs to properly bless the site. For example, in the Philippines, they deposit coins to bless a site.
· Personal Renewal Proclamations (Westin) -- Invite locals, dignitaries, etc. to sign a poster-sized “guestbook” and state their “personal renewal proclamations” (vowing to begin a healthy habit or do something positive for the environment).
· Wellness Time Capsule (Westin) -- Create a wellness-themed time capsule for study by wellness experts in 10 years.

Grand Opening Event Ideas

· Free Pie! (Four Points by Sheraton) – In celebration of the official hotel opening distribute free pie to the local community in high-traffic areas.  Include pie-drops to local media to spread the word.  An alternate idea is to host a community pie-bake-off.  Invite participants to enter their pie into the bake-off where a panel of local judges (GM, local dignitary, etc.) will select a winner.  The winning pie will be featured at the hotel for one month. The brand can also feature the recipe online for a limited time.  

· Simple Pleasures Picnic (Four Points by Sheraton) – Host a picnic celebration event featuring Four Points Simple pleasures, including beer and food pairings developed by the brand’s CBO, comfort foods and pie-stations.  Large picnic-tables or picnic blankets can be utilized, oversized Pinwheels and lots of activities to make people smile.  *Can also be done indoors.  

· Beer Tasting Happy Hour (Four Points by Sheraton) – Have the CBO host a special beer tasting event featuring the local brews offered at the hotel.  Include beer and food pairings, as well as present a plaque to the local breweries selected to be part of the program.

· Big Bash (aloft) – Held 4-6 weeks post-opening day starting at 7 p.m.  As guests arrive, they are offered cocktail samples.  Additional complimentary signature cocktail sampler offered the first two hours, along with cold bites.  “Diva DJ” sets the event vibe with great music.  A departing gift/gift bag presented to guests as they leave the bash.

· “Unwind Ceremony” (Westin) -- Host an “unwind” ceremony in lieu of an opening party
· Renewal Opening Party (Westin) -- Lead sun salutations at a daytime, renewal-themed opening party.
Other Event Ideas

· Best Brews Christening Event (Four Points by Sheraton) – Host a Best Brews Christening Event featuring a Four Points official toast, as well as a “christening” moment when the owner/GM will break a bottle of a specially developed beer in the same manor as a bottle of champagne on a boat.  Have GM present owner or governor with golden tap (much like a “Key to the City” presentation).  This is a great visual and ties back to the Best Brews program.  Items you will need for this event:  golden tap, Best Brews glasses (for toast).
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