HOTEL GROUNDBREAKING TEMPLATE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

Name

Phone – xxx-xxx-xxxx

SHERATON (HOTEL NAME) BREAKS GROUND IN (CITY, STATE), 
AND CREATES WARM, COMFORTING CONNECTION FOR DISCERNING TRAVELERS 
(CITY, STATE) (DATE) – Sheraton (HOTEL NAME) today celebrates its first milestone with the start of construction on the brand’s (FIRST/ SECOND/ ETC) hotel in (LOCATION).  Owned (and managed) by (NAME OF OWNER) the (XX)-room hotel will offer guests Sheraton’s signature amenities and services designed to provide a welcoming atmosphere and exceptional guest experience.  ((HOTEL EXECUTIVE ON SITE) join (XX) for the festive groundbreaking ceremony, on (DAY/ TIME))*. The hotel is anticipated to open in the (SPRING/ SUMMER/ FALL/ WINTER – YEAR). The Sheraton (NAME) is part of the most aggressive growth plan in the Sheraton brand’s history and heralds the revitalization of the iconic brand
(* ONLY IF NOTABLES) 

The (NAME OF HOTEL) will be located in the heart of (DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION TO INCLUDE PROXIMITY TO LOCAL ATTRACTIONS, SPECIFIC SURROUNDINGS, INTERESTING CHARACTERISTICS, NEARBY SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS.).  
“We are delighted with the addition of the (HOTEL NAME) to Sheraton’s stellar global portfolio of more than 400 hotels around the world,” said Hoyt Harper, Senior Vice President for Sheraton Hotels and Resorts. “We are eager to offer a warm Sheraton welcome to those traveling to the great city of (XX) and also look forward to complementing Starwood’s presence of destination hotels and resorts in the state of XX.” 
 (*INCLUDE OF HOTEL WILL FEATURE LINK@SHERATON) Guests will be able to relax with fellow travelers in the hotel’s energetic and interactive lobby space. There, they will find the Link@Sheraton communications hub, which will deliver the technology services guests expect while on the road, allowing them to check their email, research local attractions and print boarding passes.
The (NAME OF HOTEL) will also offer guests (FACILITIES AND AMENITIES OF HOTEL INCLUDING RESTAURANTS, MEETING SPACE AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES).  Each of the properties (XX) non-smoking guest rooms will feature the signature Sheraton Sweet Sleeper(SM) Bed - a nine-layered custom-designed ensemble boasting an exquisitely comfortable, plush mattress, fluffy down hypoallergenic pillows, crisp cotton sheets, cozy blanket and signature blanket and duvet. 
The Sheraton (NAME), like all hotels within Starwood’s robust portfolio, will offer the Starwood Preferred Guest® program, which made headlines when it launched in 1999 with a breakthrough policy of no blackout dates on Free Night Awards. SPG® offers members the ability to redeem awards at more resorts, more luxury properties, more European hotels and more golf properties than any other hotel program.   

About Sheraton Hotels & Resorts 

Helping guests make connections at more than 400 hotels in 75 countries around the world, Sheraton is revitalizing its iconic brand while continuing its aggressive international expansion by adding 54 hotels and 20,000 guestrooms by 2009. Sheraton Hotels is owned by Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with approximately 900 properties in more than 100 countries and 155,000 employees at its owned and managed properties. Starwood Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchisor of hotels and resorts with the following internationally renowned brands: St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, Sheraton®, Westin®, Four Points® by Sheraton, W®, Le Méridien® and the recently announced AloftSM and ElementSM Hotels.  Starwood Hotels also owns Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc., one of the premier developers and operators of high quality vacation interval ownership resorts. For more information, please visit www.starwoodhotels.com.

(Note: This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of federal securities regulations. Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance or events and involve risks and uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results or events to differ materially from those anticipated at the time the forward-looking statements are made. These risks and uncertainties are presented in detail in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Although we believe the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are based upon reasonable assumptions, we can give no assurance that our expectations will be attained or that results and events will not materially differ. We undertake no obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.)
