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Aloft and Element Hotels
Brian McGuinness is the Vice President of aloft and element hotels.  McGuinness is responsible for development, strategic and creative direction as well as overall performance of each of Starwood’s newest lifestyle brands.  McGuiness leads an integrated team, charged with the successful global launch of Starwood’s first new brand introduction since the 1999 premiere of W hotels.

Aloft—a W-inspired brand, will offer high style and design with functional attributes, and is poised to redefine the select service category, creating a new paradigm in the hotel industry.  The first U.S. aloft hotels are scheduled to open in July 2008, followed by openings in China, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.

Element—inspired by the Westin Hotel brand, is an extended stay hotel which promotes balance in a thoughtful upscale environment. Element features eco-friendly construction, an intuitive guest experience and an innovative alternative to the current extended stay category offerings.

McGuinness grew up in New England, the youngest of seven children.  His passion for the hospitality business started at a young age during annual international trips with his family to everywhere from Canada to Europe.  McGuinness began his career with Starwood in 1997.  His tenure began at the Sheraton Boston Hotel and Towers as Towers Manager advancing to Reservations and Revenue Management Director.  Successfully advancing through his hotel career, he was eventually tapped by corporate to roll-out a new property management technology platform and joined the creative team to launch the very successful Starwood Preferred Guest Program.  Continuing in marketing, he created the Global Marketing Operations group where he oversaw the execution of marketing programs globally.

In 2002, furthering his entrepreneurial desires, McGuinness left Starwood to personally oversee the restoration of a charming bed and breakfast located on Cape Cod.  After the successful completion of the restoration, McGuinness returned to Starwood’s Manhattan-based offices to take on the challenge of leading one of the most exciting brand introductions in the hotel industry’s history - aloft hotels.  He relocated to Starwood’s corporate headquarters in White Plains, NY in 2007 to lead the launch of both aloft and element hotels worldwide.   

