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The Westin Alexandria Appoints John Varghese as General Manager and

Bruce Sorensen As Director Of Sales and Marketing
ALEXANDRIA, VA [July 27, 2007] –  Starwood Hotels and Resorts has appointed two key executives for the Westin Alexandria, a new hotel currently under construction in Old Town, Alexandria.  John Varghese, a noted community leader and veteran of Starwood, has been named General Manager.  Bruce Sorensen has been named Director of Sales and Marketing for the highly anticipated property.  The Westin Alexandria will be a 319-room suburban luxury hotel located in west end of Old Town, a historical section of Alexandria.  The hotel is scheduled to open this November.
Varghese has over 20 years of experience in the hospitality industry.  He joined Starwood in 1996 as the Financial Controller/Operational Manager for The Westin Grand Hotel in Washington, DC.  He went on to successfully serve as General Manager for additional Starwood properties in the DC metro area.  Varghese has his finger on the pulse of Alexandria as he most recently held the General Manager position for the Sheraton Suites Alexandria.  He currently serves as President of the Alexandria Hotel Association and Chair of Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association; and is an Ex-officio member of the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership Board of Directors.
“As the newest hotel to be built from the ground up in this area, with state of the art facilities, featuring the largest ballroom in Old Town, we will set the standards that others must compete with in this vibrant, booming area,” said Varghese.  “It will not only be an unparalleled resource for travelers, but a welcome addition to the quickly expanding area with a neighborhood restaurant and wine bar,” he added. 

Sorensen has enjoyed a long, notable tenure with Starwood Hotels and Resorts.  In 2000, he was Director of Revenue Management for The Westin Embassy Row in Washington, DC.  He went on to serve as Director of Transient Sales and Director of Group Sales for the Westins of Washington, DC.  In his most recent role, Sorensen served as Director of Sales & Marketing for The Westin Grand in Washington, DC.  As the first employee of the hotel, he has laid the groundwork to make Alexandria a top destination for meetings and travelers.   
About Westin Hotels & Resorts

Westin Hotels & Resorts, with more than 145 hotels and resorts in more than 29 countries and territories, is owned by Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. (NYSE: HOT). Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with approximately 850 properties in more than 95 countries and 145,000 employees at its owned and managed properties. Starwood® Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchisor of hotels and resorts with the following internationally renowned brands: St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, Sheraton®, Westin®, Four Points® by Sheraton, W®, Le Méridien® and the recently announced AloftSM and ElementSM Hotels.  Starwood Hotels also owns Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc., one of the premier developers and operators of high quality vacation interval ownership resorts. For more information, please visit www.starwoodhotels.com.
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Pictured: Bruce Sorensen (left); John Varghese (right)








